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Subject : Alleged food pillage in Ukraine by Russian army forces 

On the 30th of April, Ukraine’s deputy minister of Agriculture, Mr Taras Vysotskiy, accused Russia of 

stealing “several hundred thousand tonnes” of grain in the area they occupy. According to him, 1.5 

million tonnes of grain are currently stored in the territory under Russian control. This new 

information, if confirmed, would add up to the list of exactions perpetrated by the Russian army forces, 

for which evidence needs to be gathered in the framework of future prosecution. This would 

substantiate further the statements made by Commissioner Wojciechowski and Commissioner 

Dombrovskis, according to which Russia deliberately targets food stock, food storage, agricultural 

facilities and agricultural machinery.  

The prohibition of pillage is a long-standing rule of customary international law recognised by various 

declarations and codes. Pillage is fully prohibited by The Hague Regulations concerning the Laws and 

Customs of War on Land, as well as by the Geneva Convention IV. Instrumentalising food supplies and 

harvests, and therefore hunger on Ukrainian civilians as a war weapon, reminds us of the darkest times 

of our continent. Furthermore, it fosters the global food crisis that could drive globally hundreds of 

million people in dramatic situation of food insecurity while the latest Report on Food Crisis reveals 

that a record 193 million people were contending with high level of acute hunger in 2021. 

The current ICC investigation on the war in Ukraine should shed light on these alleged hunger war 

crimes. It is also crucial that specific means are put in place to investigate on these issues and provide 

a meaningful assessment of their global impact notably on food importing developing countries. 
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